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In the first quarter of 1960 the upward trends of 1959 in 
economic activity were sustained. 


Employment, factory production and building activity continued 
to expand and bank deposits rose st-ongly. The stock market made some 
recovery after its setbacks in Febr-ary, and wool prices have remained 
steady. 


Dry weather during Marc: nd early April caused a deterioration 
in pastures,and good rains are neecd:d to restore winter prospects for the 
rural industriess “Progress figure; indicate that this season's wool and 
dairy production will be very high. 


PART I ¢ EMPLOY GNT AUD NON-~RUNAL INDUSTRIES 
EMPLOYMENT, (Sde also graph p. 26 ) 


Commonwealth Employment Service offices report a further increase 
in the labour demand in March 1960. During the mmth there were decreases in 
Austvalia in the number of unplaced applicants of 6,900 to 54,200 and ijn the 
number of persons on unemployment benefit of 1,800 to 18,200. 


In New South Wales unplaced applicants were reduced in March by 
2,600 to 18,400 and were then 9,700 and 4,700 less than one and two years 
previously. There was some increase in the number of women seeking jobs in 
the country during the past two years, but there wore fewer unplaced women 
applicants in the metropolitan area and fewer male applicants in the city 
and country. Persons in receipt of unemployment benefit h the State numbered 
6,600 at the ond of February and 6,000 at 2nd April, 1960 which were the 
lowest since May, 1957. Comparing March 1959 ac 1960 unfilled vacancies 
rose for men from 4,500 to 9,700 anc for women from 3,600 to 5,000. 
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A survey of Larger privately-omed factories in New South Wales 
(by the Department of Labour and National Service and the Commonwealth 
Statistician) shows progresive increases in employment tince the second 
half of 1959. Employees in these factorics numbered 23/,,200 in March, 1960 
which was 12,800 or 6 per cent. more than in March, 1959. Increases 
occurred during March mainly in the and electricel (including 
television) industries ad for women als textile and clothing trades, 
whilst there was some slackness in the and other transport i Sale 
as well as seasonal lay-offs in fruit and vegetable cannerics. The increase 
over the ae twelve months was spread wer al the major industry groups. 

Out of 736 firns 47 percent. reported no appreciable staff dhange during March, 
32 percent. increased staff and 21 percent. reduced staff; 61 percent of 

the firms empleyed some staff on overtime. 
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Civilian employment (excl uding- oe fence forces ,rural workers m4 
women in private donestic si syvice) in New South Wales rose in January 1960 by 
300 persons to a perk of 1,164,000. This is an increase of 32,900 or 2.9 per- 
cent. since Jaruary 1959 which cempares with increases of 4,000 and 9,800 in 
the two preceding ycars but was not qu » as great as in some earlier year$ 
(33,500 in 1954-55 cnd 42, 600 in 1953-54). the inerease in the 12 months 
ended January 1960, all but 1,900 was in priva nte employment whereas private 
employment had decl:ned by 1,700 while Government employment rose by 5,700 in 
the preceding twelv: months. The proportion in Government employment in 
ieee wy decreased from 23,8 pere ont. in 1959 to 23.3 percent. in 1960 return- 
‘to the ratio prevailing ‘ in the years 1955 to 1958. 


Seasonal retail staff reductions usually lcad to a decline in 
overall employment curing January but in 1960 a fall of 5,900 in retail store 


employment was excecded by the gain of 6,200 in all other groups. In that 
month many school-leavers md graduates ane placed in employment. ihe 


principal increases between January 1959 and 1960 were in factories, finance, 
trade and in health and education services, In building the increase in 
employment exceeded the decrease in 1956 vo has beon little change in 
transport employment during the past two years, md nining employment, 
continuing to declire, was 4,300 or nearly 15 percent. less than in January,l9' 
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